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Instructions:Parentspleaseensurethatyourchildreadsthelessonseveraltimesandthencompletes
theexercises.

Topic:Chapter-TheWoodcutterandtheKey

Onceuponatimeawoodcutter,whohadgrowntoooldtodohisjob,decideditwastimetofindanice
housetoliveinwhichhecouldrelaxandmakeahomeafterallhisyearsofhardwork.Oneday,whist
walkingthroughtheforest,hecameacrossalovelylittlehousebyastream.Therewasagoattiedup,
somehenscluckingaroundandadogsleepingbythefrontdoor.Onthedoormatwasprintedtheword
‘Welcome’.

Whataluckypersonwholiveshere‘thoughtthewoodcutter.Iwouldlovetoliveinaplacelikethis,with
agoattomilk,hensforeggs,adogforcompanyandafreshwatersupply.

Helookedaroundbuthecouldfindnosignofanyonelivingthereatall.

Whenhegottothefrontdoorhecouldseeanotepinnedonit.Itread‘whoeverfindsthekeytothis
doorshallliveherehappilyforevermore.

Straightawaythewoodcuttertriedthefrontdoorbutitwaslocked.Hescratchedhishead,realizingthe
keycouldbeanywhereintheworld!Avoicefromtreebranchesabovesaid,‘you’llhavetofindthekey.
‘Thewoodcutterlookedupandsawatinysilverbird.’Youhavetopuzzleitoutfindthekeyandthe
housewillbeyours.

‘ButhowwillIfindthekey?’askedthewoodcutter,feelingbewilderedandfrustrated.

Justthenthegoatjoinedin.‘whydon’tyoujustbreakthedoordown.It’ssimple.’

‘Ohyes,Icoulddothat’,saidthewoodcutter,whowasjustabouttopushhardonthedoor,whenthe
tinybirdchimedinagain.‘Don’tlistentothegoat,hethinkseveryproblemcanbesolvedbybuttingatit
withhishorns.Trytothinktheproblemout.’

Thenthehensjoinedin.‘That’sright,’theyclucked.‘Justkeepyourheaddownandlookontheground.
You’llalwaysfindsomethingifyoukeeplooking.’

‘Ohyes’saidthewoodcutterashestartedtodigawayattheearth.

Againthetinybirdinterrupted.‘Don’tlistentothosesillyhens.Theythinkeveryproblemcanbesolved
byscratchingaroundandhopingsomethingwillturnup.You’llhavetodobetterthanthat.Thinkitout.’

‘That’sright,saidthedog.‘It’sobviouswhenyouthinkaboutit.WhenIwanttobeletin,Ijuststand
outsideandbark.Tryit,someone’sboundtoopenthedoorintheend.’

Thewoodcutterwasjustabouttostartshoutingwhen,onceagain,thetinybirdstoppedhim.

‘Don’tlistentothatsillydog.Hethinkseveryproblemcanbesolvedifhemakesaloudnoise.You’llhave
todobetterthanthat.Thinkitout.’

Thewoodcuttersatdown.‘Imustn’tgiveup,’hesaidtohimself.‘I’vegottothinkitout.’

Hethoughtaboutaplan.Hedecideditmustbehiddennearby.So,hestartedlookingonwindowledges,
alongthegardenpathandthroughthelonggrass.Buttherewasnosignofthekey.Hesatdownagain.



‘ifIwantedtohideakey,hesaidtohimself,’Iwouldhideitwhereitwouldbesafeformrustinginthe
rain.’So,withabetterplan,hewalkedaroundthehouse,lookingforthekeyinplaceswhereitwould
staycleananddry.Helookedintheshed,underapot,buttherewasnosignofthekey.

Hewasjustabouttositdownagainwhenhenoticedagaintheword‘welcome’printedonthemat.As
hereadit,anideacameintohishead…….‘Underamatissafeanddry,‘hethought.

Slowly,hopefully,heliftedthematandtherepeepingoutwasthebright,shinykey!–silverincolour
justlikethetinybird.Thewoodcutterputthekeyinthelock.Itturnedeasilyandthedoorswungopen.
Thewoodcuttersteppedinside.Atlasthewashome.

Thinkbeforeyouact

Summary:Thestoryteachesusthatweshouldthinkbeforedoinganythingandalwaysconsider
theconsequencesofouract.Thoughthewoodcutter'sfriendsgavehimdifferentadvicebuthe
thoughtcarefullybeforeacting.Asaresulthegotarewardintheformofahouse.

EXERCISE1

Answerthefollowingquestionsinalineortwo:

1.Whatdoyoulearnfromthestory?

2.Canyouthinkofatimewhenyouhurriedtodosomethingwithoutthinkingcarefully?

EXERCISE2

Drawapictureofyourselfhelpingsomeone.
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